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a    field    of    sixteen;    Lord    Clanricarde    finishing
second.

My parents were married on the 2Oth of December,
1849, and went to Italy for their honeymoon, remaining
there a year.

It was while they were in Florence that news reached
my father that his brother, well known in the Shires as
"Gumley Wilson," * was utterly "broke "; .that the
estates would have to be sold, and that the realization
of everything the family possessed would barely suffice
to meet the claims of the mortgagees. My father, who
was quite comfortably off, was devoted to his elder
brother, his senior by many years, and had blind confid-
ence in him. Yielding to very plausible requests, he
had placed his fortune in his brother's hands. When
the wholly unexpected crash came, he found himself
ruined, with a newly married wife and a very young
child, to be followed not long after by a second,
dependent on him.

It was this overwhelming catastrophe which led to
our settling in Florence, then, perhaps, the cheapest
town to live in on the Continent. Florence offered other
advantages to impecunious English people. Good edu-
cation was available and cheap, and it was constantly
visited by what used to be called in those days "the best
English," and this enabled the exiles to keep in touch
with English life and English Society. Our home be-
came a sort of rendezvous for many of niy father's army
and hunting friends travelling, as well as for relatives
and connexions of my mother who visited Italy.
1 He resided at Gumley Hall, Market Harborougii, whilst M.F.H.